




Moreover, COVID-19 pandemic has posed new challenges to poverty alleviation, rural 

transformation and inclusive growth. Latest UN reports indicate serious concerns about 

off target or missing targets of SDG 1 and 2. With the ripple effect of COVID-19, one 

clear message that emerges is that ‘business-as-usual’ is not an option and we have to 

review our policies and programmes for sustainable rural development and inclusive 

growth.  

 

In Bangladesh, BARD tried to safeguard the poor from traditional money lending 

system through village cooperative based micro-lending system in the sixties and 

collateral free credit to the landless labourer and small farmers in the late seventies. 

Later in the eighties, Dr. Yunus institutionalized the ‘collateral free micro credit’ through 

establishing Grameen Bank, and NGOs as a whole in Bangladesh followed the 

Grameen approach. Grameen and NGOs focused on financial inclusion of rural 

women. At present, Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs) are able to reach huge numbers of poor clients. Micro-credit was changed 

to micro-finance in 1990s to refer to a wide range of financial services for the poor, including credit, savings, insurance, and 

money transfers. A number of strong institutions have emerged to finance the poor people and private investors have also come 

forward to finance the small borrowers. A new concept known as micro savings has emerged in Bangladesh through the 

implementation of Amar Bari Amar Khamar (My House My Farm) project, which is now the biggest public sector programme for 

poverty eradication in Bangladesh.  

 

Against this backdrop, AARDO, in collaboration with the 

Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development (BARD), Ministry 

of Local Government, Rural Development and Cooperatives, 

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, is 

organizing an International Online Training Workshop on 

“Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Financial 

Inclusion and Rural Transformation”, at BARD, Cumilla, 

Bangladesh, during 03-12 August 2021, exclusively for 

AARDO member countries and its centers of excellence. The 

broad objective of the training workshop is to enhance 

capacity of policy planners, practitioners and financial service 

providers to ensure financial inclusion of all segments of the 

poor in rural areas for poverty reduction and providing them 

sustainable rural livelihood. This international online training 

workshop will emphasize the proactive role of MFIs, the policy 

framework and the behavioral response of the MFIs 

beneficiaries. Experiences from participating AARDO member countries will also be shared by way of country papers 

presentation. It is envisaged that at the end of the training workshop the participants will be able to:  

 

 

Ö understand the interlink between SDGs and financial inclusion, and its implications on rural transformation;  

Ö learn different ways of financial inclusion of the vulnerable and excluded rural people in African and Asian countries; 

Ö identify new and sustainable financial products and services by addressing economic, cultural and structural problems; 

and

Ö identify ways to mobilize adequate funds and develop mechanism for inclusion of all segments of the rural poor in the 

financial services.

 

Participants will get an opportunity to interact with resource persons and other participants of the training workshop to better 

understand the issues of financial inclusion and rural transformation. It will be attended by experts, senior officials and individuals 

working in the relevant field in AARDO member countries. Resource Person(s), having rich experiences on the subject, will be 

invited to share their experiences with the participants through virtual video and audio conferencing mode.  



PROGRAMME CONTENTS 

 

Keeping in view the stated objectives, the training workshop focuses on the following important thematic areas: 

 

I) Achieving SDGs through Rural Transformation and Financial Inclusion. 

II) IFAD Strategic Framework for Rural Transformation and Challenges of Rural Transformation. 

III) BARD Experience on Rural Transformation through Financial Inclusion.   

I) Financial Inclusion through the Cooperative Movement: Public Sector Initiatives. 

II) Financial Inclusion through Commercial Banks: Lessons from Bangladesh. 

III) Shariah Based Banking System and Financial Inclusion.   

IV) Micro Savings and e-inclusion of the Rural Poor: The Case of Amar Bari Amar Khamar. 

V. Financing through PKSF: An Innovative Model for Wholesaling Financing. 

VI. Financial Inclusion through MFIs: Experience of BRAC. 

VII. Mobile Banking: An Innovative System for Financial Inclusion.  

VIII. Role of the Central Bank and the Microcredit Regulatory Authority in Financial Service Delivery Especially in Rural 

Areas. 

IX. Panel Discussion on Innovative Financial Products for Inclusion of Poor and Low-Income Earners and Develop 

Framework for Financial Inclusion in AARDO Member Countries.  

X. Policy Guidance to Economic, Cultural and Structural Barriers of Financial Inclusion in AARDO Member Countries and 

Recommendations to Remove the Barriers. 

XI. Country Reports on Poverty Reduction and Financial Inclusion 

 

 

PROGRAMME METHODOLOGY  

 

The programme will be highly participatory and interactive and ensures maximum involvement of the participants. Important 

modules related to Achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Financial Inclusion and Rural Transformation will be 

presented through lecture cum discussions, case presentations, and brainstorming through virtual platform.  

 

 

 ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 

¨ Bachelor's degree with a minimum of three years’ experience in the concerned fields;  

¨ Proficiency in spoken and written English, as the medium of instruction is English only; and  

¨ Must be conversant with ICT and willing to undertake online training course.  

 

 

SELECTION OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

The participants of the training programme will be selected by AARDO and BARD. Thereafter, selected participants will be 

provided with login ID and password to access the programme. 

 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

 

 

 

 

Log on to the link: 

http://aardo.org/formDD.php 
Fill up the details and submit. 

Take print out of the filled in 

Applicants are required to sign their 

applications and send them along with the 

recommendation letter of the Nodal Ministry 

of AARDO/Centre of Excellence to our email:  

researchdivision_aardo2013@yahoo.com 




